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452 Letters from the " Penn Papers.' 



LBTTBES FBOM THE "PENN PAPEES." 

[Originals in the Manuscript Department, The Historical Society of 
Pennsylvania.] 

Mich'd Hockley to Thomas Penn. 
The Bearer of this Letter Mr Francis Hopkinson son of 
the late Mr Thomas Hopkinson a very useful man in this 
place, I beg leave to recommend to your kind notice as a 
deserving sensible Young G-entleman, his errand is chiefly 
to pay a visit to the Bishop of Worcester his Mothers first 
Cozen and to make his Family known to his Lordship, Mr. 
Duchee & Dr Morgan two extraordinary Men in their way 
are married to two of his sisters and both of them are 
known to You if the Bishop does nothing for him he 
returns to his place again and proposes to follow convey- 
ancing, he would make a very good Prothonotary in some 
of the Countys when any place is vacant, and Few of his 
Talents are to be met with I believe the Governor would do 
something in that way for him if an opportunity presented 
and he in the place and by that means Dr. Smith coud be 
better served in the way You intend. 

May 22, 1766. 

William Allen to Thomas Penn. 

Philada Nov 1 "- 13 th 1766 
Honord Sir 

I am fearful that I shall trespass on your patience, 
having already by this opportunity wrote you a long letter ; 
But as Dr. Morgan had communicated to me a scheme he 
has of establishing a Medical Society in this Province, 
which, should it meet with your Countenance, may be very 
useful, and tend much to the Reputation of Philadelphia, I 
had promised to take freedom of mentioning it to you. 
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I have had some conversation with the Governor on the 
subject, and with several other Judicious Men, and we 
seem all to concur in opinion that such a Society may be 
attended with very good Consequences and make this 
nourishing Province, situated in the centre of his Majesty's 
dominions, in some great measure the Seat of the Sciences, 
and, in the physical way, the Edinburgh of America ; 
everything must have a beginning, and we may probably 
from thence qualifie numbers of Young Gentlemen to 
practice Phisick with reputation and skill in all the neigh- 
bouring Provinces. 

As I am sure you have a warm side to your Province, and 
are desirous of doing everything in your power to promote 
its happiness, I thought you would not take it amiss if I 
ventured to express my opinion on this occasion. I cannot 
foresee any inconveniencys that can arise from the prosecu- 
tion of the design, but rather that many advantages may 
accrue, and I think it is feasible and very probably will be 
attended with success. I have the honor to be 

Your most obedient & humble Servant 
"Will : Allen 

Rev. William Smith to Thomas Penn. 
Hon". Sir 

It is long since I had the Happiness of a Line from you ; 
but hope for that Favor on the arrival of Mr. Magaw, I 
have little of importance to say at present, but only to let 
you know our College continues to flourish. "We have just 
enacted a Set of Rules for regulating the Lectures of the 
Medical Professors, & for ascertaining the Course of Study 
& Examination previous to the Degrees in Physic which the 
College propose to give to deserving students. I shall send 
you the plan. The Difference between Dr. Morgan & Dr. 
Shippen has been a great Hurt. Both perhaps were to blame. 
We have endeavored to heal it up. Dr. Morgan, we hear, 
has applied to you about Incorporating a Medical Society. 
The Design may be good, but they seem to go too fast; & the 
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Dr. with all his good Parts, has given offence to many by 
being too desirous to put himself at the Head of Things. 
Such a Charter just now, I fear, would divide instead of 
unite. Sundry of the most reputable Physicians, three of 
them Shippen Sen r & the two Dr Bonds, would not join 
Morgan's Medical Club, affronted at his forming it at first, 
chiefly of young men & then sending Tickets to the old 
Physicians to join as Members, which, some did & more 
declined, intending or at least talking of forming another 
Society, which will subject you to a Sollicitation for another 
Charter So that this had better be delayed, till all these 
little matters can be reconciled. 

I labor hard for it, and think of Harmony among the 
Medical Trustees & Professors of our College, I think the 
City will be greatly benefited by drawing Members thither 
for a Medical Education; especially as great care will be 
taken in conferring Degrees. 

Whatever Charter you may in Time give to incorporate 
a Medical Society we hope it will grant nothing to them 
that can interfere with our College & the Laws now made 
in it. 

I could not help troubling you with these few lines on 
this Head, & remain, hon d Sir, 

Your most obed! & obliged humble serv! 
"Wm Smith 

Philada 14th May 1767. 

(Addressed) To The Hon bIe Thos Penn Esq! 

At His House in 

Spring Garden London, 

Rev. Richard Peters to Lady Juliana Penn. 

Philadelphia, 18 Sept 1 1774 
My much Honourd Lady Juliana 

It gives me a real & very sensible satisfaction to find that 
the Letters of late have all agreed in representing my dear 
M r Penn as enjoying a sweet placid composure & a state of 
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recovering health which promises abundance of consolation 
to his family. May this state gradually proceed to a con- 
firmation of health and give you the Blessing of a long 
Enjoyment of his precious life. 

I have met with one of the heaviest Strokes that a friendly 
disposition can feel. My dear Mr. Hockley was my tender 
nurse in all my variety of Indisposition & distress — His 
constancy & ready assistance contributed much to the 
alleviation of my sicknesses ; and I had a sort of Confidence 
that while I lived I should never want One who woud have 
a fellow feeling care of me. But Providence has ordered it 
otherwise, & has taken him to himself. In the latter end of 
May he was in the Garden of a Friend of his, chatty, and 
descanting upon some of the Flowers that he had plucked 
as he walked along. In an Instant he lost his Colour and fell 
into a Fit, w oh I did not understand was violent or long — on 
his recovery out of it he was bled; and tho complaining yet 
he did not express any great sense of pain, & in a few days 
got out & was much at his Daughter Wilcoxs, I was all the 
while in the country trying by moderate exercise to obtain 
some strength; and as the air agreed with me, I seldom 
came to Town and heard nothing of this Indisposition ot 
my Friend; & therefore was surprised on his coming to see 
me to find a paleness in his Countenance & something 
wrong about the Muscles of his Face. He gave the history 
of himself in his own way & attributed all to a fullness of 
Blood & proposed a more moderate way of living. About 
5 weeks ago he felt a Boil breaking out in the middle ot 
his Back, which by degrees grew to a monstrous size and 
became one of those dreadful things which Physicians call 
an Anthrax. It coverd the greatest part of his Back, but 
filled, suppurated, and the corrupted matter discharged 
itself in great Quantities, and very regularly. Indeed both 
he and his Physicians thought all danger was over. Two 
days before he died I talked with him for two hours and 
was pleased with his observations on his own patience & 
fortitude under the dreadful operations he had undergone 
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for so long a time, & was fully assurd all woud terminate in 
a new Constitution, The very day of the Evening that he 
died, several of his Friends were admitted to him, and they 
conversd together chearfully & with mutual satisfaction, 
About a Quarter past Ten on Tuesday Night the 13th 
Instant his Doctor came and informed me that my dear 
Friend was no longer in this world, and that after going to 
bed much better than he had found himself in all his sick- 
ness he had fallen into an Apoplectick Fit, and in two min- 
utes expired. The Doctor attempted to bleed him but no 
blood woud come. 

My honourd Lady I owe everything I have to your good 
Family, and therefore coud not dispense with giving you 
this circumstantial Detail of my dear Friends sickness and 
Death. He has left an ample fortune, which he has pru- 
dently shared between his Son & Daughter, & he has made 
his son Sole Executor ; and I can truly give you the pleasing 
Account that his son has for these two years enjoyd an even 
State of health and is a very prudent good and amiable 
young man. His Daughter for temper and goodness has 
not her superior here, and is married to a young man 
known to me from his Infancy, who is in good business as 
a Merchant and in the best Esteem with all the people of 
worth & distinction here. 

Mr. Hockley proves as great a Friend to y e Family in his 
Death as in his Lifetime for Mr. John Penn instantly offerd 
the office of Naval Officer to his Brother and I hope it will 
be a means of beginning a total Reconciliation. Pray God 
favour this happy Turn and bring both Brothers to love one 
another more than ever. 

You will be pleased to communicate as much of this as 
you please and in what manner you please to Mr. Penn. 
Lady Dartry will be expecting an account of this Melan- 
choly Event from me, and I beg you will impart the con- 
tents of this mournful letter to her Ladyship. 

All my prayers are ever rising up before the Throne of 
Grace for every divine aid that your changeable situation 
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here calls for, and that your afflictions which are but for a 
moment may bring forth an eternal weight of dory, I am 
Much honourd Lady 

Your most devoted and 

obedient servant 

Richard Peters 

James TUghman to Henry Wilmot. 
Dr Sir 

The Affair's of America are now in such a Situation, and 
seem to be big with such important Consequences, that I 
cannot avoid troubling you with a few Thoughts upon a 
Subject of the highest Concern. My Liberty, my Fortune 
and perhaps my Life may be involved in the Matters now 
in Agitation on this and your Side of the Water. 

I wrote you heretofore that the Cause of Boston was 
taken up as the Cause of all America, It has brought on a 
Meeting of Deputies from South Carolina to New Hamp- 
shire inclusive, and the Congress hath been sitting at this 
place for about a Month. They profess to aim at a securiety 
of their Liberties, and in that Way to restore the wished 
for Harmony between the Mother Country and the Colonies. 
And I hope they are in general sincere. Their Delibera- 
tions do not perspire but in a small Degree. One of my 
Brothers, the Speaker of the Maryland Assembly, is of this 
Congress and lodges with me, And yet I know nothing of 
what's going. He can neither divulge, nor I inquire, con- 
sistent with the principles of Honor, You'll give me the 
Liberty in this private Way, to say, he is a man of steadi- 
ness and Moderation, and of the strictist Virtue, and utterly 
averse from all violent Measures. And yet I can find that he 
is not without Apprehensions of Consequences fatal to the 
Repose of both Mother Country and the Colonies, should 
the Parliament, or the Ministry, which is the same thing 
persist in their present system. The Congress have already 
published a Request to the Merchants to import no more 
British or indeed European Goods. And I believe it is 
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resolved on, that no Importation shall be allowed but of 
Goods shipped, on or before the first of November. And I 
am told a non exportation of Lumber to the West Indies 
immediately, and of every thing else to great Britian, to 
take Place at a future Day, is in Contemplation. 

I am firmly persuaded that the people of Massachusets, 
New Hampshire, and Connecticut are ripe for action. Be- 
cause upon Reports of Violence at Boston, propagated 
probably by one Side or the other, to feel pulses, great 
Bodies of Armed Men have immediately been in Motion. 
And it is beyond Doubt that the People to the Eastward 
have a high Opinion of their own powers. Indeed such a 
Motion seems to prevail in most parts of the Continent, 
General Gage is fortifying the only pass to the Town of 
Boston, and it is a Matter of some doubt, whether the 
General or the Town is besieged. The new Constitution of 
the Massachusets Colony cannot take place, as there can be 
neither Jurymen nor Officers found to carry the plan into 
Execution, Such is the Aversion to Innovations tho for the 
better, The truth is, they consider that tho this were allowed 
to be for the better, another may be made for the worse. 

There certainly never was a National Concern of such 
Magnitude upon the hands of any British Ministry, as the 
present, And if they can extricate themselves, they will 
evince their Dexterity to all the World, I mean, if they can 
extricate themselves and yet maintain their System; for 
it will be easy for them to effect it by just and rational 
Measures, I fear they will ruin everything, by an unreason- 
able, inexpedient Stretch of power, The people of America 
only want to be freed from the Apprehensions of being 
taxed by those who do not represent them ; which they say 
is against Reason and the Spirit of the British Constitution, 
Is it not so ? They say that the Regulation of their trade, 
the Restraints of their Commerce, the Appointment of their 
Governors, in most Instances, the Negative upon their Laws, 
and the final Decisions of all Mattters of Property by the 
King and Council, constitute a sufficient Subordination, And 
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that in Matters of Aid, they shou'd not be found ingrate- 
ful or backward, if they were allowed to give Assistance in 
their own "Way and according to their Abilities, of which 
none but themselves can be competent Judges. 

It is my Opinion that nothing but a Repeal of what are 
called the Revenue Acts or some of them, and the Boston 
Bills, will satisfy the people and bring them back to a good 
temper, And if the Ministry shou'd persist in their Resolu- 
tion to force the Boston Bills, I am not in the least doubt 
that they will be opposed, and that the Flame will be catched 
throughout America, And I really think, the moderate 
people have even now enough to do to keep things from 
Extremities, Thus much I collect from a Variety of Intelli- 
gence, in which I cannot be much deceived, America is 
very populous, and a large proportion of the people are 
furnished with Fire Arms, And if a Blow shou'd be struck 
on either side, I don't know where the Matter wou'd end. 

I am not sufficiently versed in Mercantile Affairs to judge 
of the Effects of a total Stoppage of all commercial Inter- 
course; or which Side will' be most distressed, But I can 
plainly see that it must be very prejudicial if not pernicious 
to both, And why cannot the Ministry retract since they 
find their plans so very offensive that they will not go down ? 
Is it not frequently so at Home ? "Was it not the Case of the 
Jew Act and the Cyder Act ? And why must everything be 
risqued for the Sake of a Triffling Revenue, chiefly spent in 
the support of Officers, and very little of which goes into 
the Exchecquer or accures to the Benefit of the Nation ? 

Administration finds by this Time, they were Strangers 
to America Affairs, And why are they ashamed to take the 
Honor of acknowledging their Error ? 

I am no Politician, but my plan shou'd be to do away the 
present Causes of Discontent, and to give a Continental 
Assembly to transact the general Affairs of America or at 
least of the Continent, This wou'd make a constitutional 
Union, better in my opinion than these kind of occasional 
voluntary ones, which however offensive they may be at 
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home, cannot be prevented. I have for the present done 
with this important disagreeable Subject, and sincerely 
wishing for better Prospects 

Philada I am yr most hb le & with great 

Oct. 2 a 1774 regard most obed' Serv' 

Heney Wilmot Esq' James Tilghman 

P. S. I have kept my letter by me till now in expecta- 
tion that I might have something material to inform you of 
the deliberations of the Congress but there is no intelli- 
gence to be depended on, I can collect from general Con- 
versation that there is a moderate and a intemperate party 
amongst them but which is like to prevail does not trans- 
pire, My Brother seems exceedingly tired of the business 
and I believe thinks upon the whole there is too much heat 
amongst them, His plan is to keep off all violent proceed- 
ing's and to make a firm and respectful remonstrance con- 
taining the reasons of non importation and other modes of 
opposition, He is a firm stickler for the Liberties of America 
under a proper subordination to and connexion with the 
Mother Country. 

Surely the Ministry will have more prudence and human 
ity than to drive this glorious Country that may be turned to 
the perpetual support of England, to Extremities destructive 
of the Interest of both. In a few words, the People of 
America in general have a sense of Liberty they understand- 
the subject well. They cannot think of being taxed at the 
will of any man or set of men they have no hand in chusing 
which they esteem the badge of Slavery and to which, I am 
persuaded they never will be brought to submit. At the 
same time they will most chearfully acquiesce in a proper 
subordination to the Mother Country such as consists with 
the principles of Liberty and it is great pity, if in a matter 
of such vast concern the Ministry should not turn their 
thoughts rather upon conciliating measures, than upon re- 
senting the Indescritions of a part of the People and of forcing 
Laws subversive of ancient establishments inadequate to the 
occasions of making them and altogether inconsistent with 
the principles of Liberty in the essential point of taxation. 



